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demands sincere recognition on the part of the culprit* I
have known instances of Africans in South Africa insulted
at a railway stations saying to the rude White men, "My
brother, God will forgive you for your rudeness," and the
White men giggling, if not adding injury to insult. In simi-
lar circumstances I have myself remained silent and
suffered the insult. I am quite clear that the Africans' so-
called generosity was a mere mechanical act justly evoking
derision. Mine was timidity, I did not wish to evoke further
insult. I certainly did not want to take legal proceedings.
I was trying then to shape my non-violent conduct. If I
had had the real courage, I would have expostulated
with the insulters and risked the worst.

I have interpolated an examination of so-called non-
violent conduct in cases of personal insult or injury. What
about the <5iild injured or the injury imagined by my cor-
respondent? I think non-violent conduct would not, should
not, be different. The distinction that is often drawn bet-
ween personal injury and injury done to wards is unjusti-
fied, if not wrong, A man is not expected to do more for his
wards than he would for himself. He would no doubt sacri-
fice himself for his ward's honour, but he would be expected
to do likewise for his own. If he did otherwise, he would
be voted a coward and is not likely to protect his ward's
honour, if he is not able to protect his own. But I own that
correct non-violent conduct does not come through mere
reasoning. Reason is a necessary preliminary. But correct-
ness of conduct will come only through repeated practice,
maybe even repeated failures.

What violent conduct should be surely needs no exami-
nation.
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